
  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Love Like Jesus 

Is it possible to love people the way Jesus loved people?  Is 

there even a command to do so?  Listen to what the apostle 

Paul wrote in Ephesians 5:2 (NLT) – “Live a life filled with 

love, following the example of Christ.  He loved us and 

offered himself as a sacrifice for us, a pleasing aroma to 

God.”  I also love the Message version of this passage, 

Ephesians 5:2 (MSG) – “Observe how Christ loved us.  His 

love was not cautious but extravagant.  He did not love in 

order to get something from us but to 

give everything of himself to us.  Love 

like that.” 

“Love like that!”  Love each other, love 

others, not being so cautious that it 

actually restrains or hinders our love, 

but love – extravagantly!  Love like 

Jesus!  I wish I could love like Jesus – but considering the 

shortcomings, I both recognize and even do not recognize 

in my life, loving like Jesus, sometimes seems difficult.  Sins 

of selfishness, judging others, being self-centered and 

petty, are just a few shortcomings we human beings 

struggle with.  They certainly hinder our “loving like Jesus.”    

(Continued on Page 2) 
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Jesus’ love was always “extravagant!”  I mean, “turn the other cheek,” “love your 
enemies” and when Jesus said in John 15:12-13, “There is no greater love than to lay 
down one’s life for one’s friends.  You are my friends.”  Like I said, I wish I could love 
like Jesus.  Is it even possible?  Paul did say in Ephesians 5:2 that Jesus’ love “was 
not cautious but extravagant” . . . so   “Love like that!”  This certainly implies we can 
express God’s love the way Jesus did.  
  
Perhaps it all begins with the way we interact with others.  We could make ourselves 
more approachable to others and less exclusive.  We could be mindful of any judgment 
and offer grace instead.  Become centered on others, rather than ourselves.   
Can we love like Jesus?  Absolutely!  Jesus would not have given us these instructions 
in John 13:34 (NIV), if He did not think we could do it . . . Jesus said, “A new command 

I give you: Love one another.  As I have loved 
you, so you must love one another.” 
 
Dear Heavenly Father, I want to love like Jesus 
did, not with caution or any self-interest 
attached, but extravagantly and genuinely.  Holy 
Spirit help me to see the opportunities when 
they arise, to love others, as Jesus loved me.  I 
pray in Jesus name and by the power of the Holy 
Spirit, Amen.  

 
God’s Peace and Presence, 
Pastor David Klemm 
 

 

A Message from the Editor… 
 

Dear Readers, 
 
Please check out this newsletter for upcoming events to add to your calendar and 
to your budget.  More information will be forthcoming in future newsletters, our 
website, app and during our worship service announcements. 
 

Happy Valentine’s Day.  May you and your loved ones feel God’s love and the love of your Peace 
family on this day and always.   
 
I love you all!  
 
Jackie Pilan 
 
 
PS: The deadline for March’s “Peace Lutheran Messenger” is Saturday, February 20. 
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A Message from Our Principal… 
 

“For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall 
not perish but have eternal life.” 
John 3:16 
 
February, the shortest month of the year.  That tiny month with quite a few holidays.  Maybe you do 
not go out of your way to celebrate Groundhog’s Day or President’s Day, but I am sure you 
recognize if not celebrate February 14 as Valentine’s Day. 
 
Valentine’s Day, the day to celebrate love or for some just 
another Hallmark holiday.  Do you remember back when 
you were a kid and you exchanged valentines?  I remember 
making a box or decorating a bag and then going around 
and delivering the valentines to the other people in my class.  
I remember the fun of opening each little envelope to see 
whom it was from and what the message or picture was.  
Valentine’s day is a day when a lot of people celebrate love, 
by sharing love through words (written and verbal) and actions.  We use our words and actions to 
show the people dear to us how much we love them.   
 
The Bible is also full of many verses that tell us of God’s great love for us, His people.  I would 
suggest that the very first valentine was recorded in the book of Genesis chapter 3 verse 15.  Right 
after Adam and Eve sinned, God spoke these words to them, “And I will put enmity between you 
and the woman and between your offspring and hers; he will crush your head, and you will strike 
his heel.”  Right after sin entered the perfect world, God made a promise to fix it.  He promised to 
send a Savior that would defeat the devil.  He promised to send Jesus.  Why?  John 3:16 tells us 
his motive for this promise, “For God so LOVED the world that he gave his one and only Son, that 
whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.”  God demonstrated his great love for 
us by sending us a Savior.  Someone to take all our sins to the cross so that we can be washed 
clean and made right again with God.   
 
As you celebrate Valentine’s Day this year, may you be constantly reminded of God’s great love 
that we hear in the words of Genesis 3:15 and we see in action through Jesus’ death on the cross.  
God has a lot of love that he tells and shows us in the Bible.   
 
God’s great love is something that we have the opportunity to share with the students in our school 
each and every day.  Peace Lutheran School exists for students to learn more about God and 
discover that because of His great love for us, He sent His Son to be our Savior.  What a blessing 
to have these opportunities and moments to share Jesus with everyone in our school.   
 
We are already beginning to start planning for 2021-2022.  Enrollment for anyone already a student 
in our school or a member of the congregation will begin on February 1.  We will begin enrolling 
students from our community on February 18.  If you know someone who would like to enroll their 
child in Peace Lutheran School, please have them contact the office for more information.  We 
would love to share information, give them a tour, or answer any questions they have. 
 
Jill Kopper, Interim Principal 
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Board and Ministry News… 
 

 
 

 
 

Senior Youth Ministries 

 
In All Things LCMS Youth Gathering 

July 9-13, 2022 
Houston, TX 

 
Contact Holly for fundrasing details. 



 5 

 
 

 
 

WE ARE HIRING A LATCHKEY SUPERVISOR 

$20 Referral Bonus.. Know someone?  Have them contact Suzette at 

marketing@peaceshelby.org. 



 6 

WHAT MASK ARE YOU WEARING? 

by Beverly Porter 

Every now and then, a word in the English language regains popularity.  The word either has a new 
application or the old application has risen to power for some reason.  This is true of the word MASK.  

Masks were used as early as 100-200 B.C., in Greek culture, in their theatrical 
presentations.  The many characters were portrayed with the use of different masks.  
Masquerade balls have been grand occasions throughout the centuries, keeping the 
wearer a secret until the time to reveal his true identity.  Masks are worn at 
Halloween, much to the delight of children, as they attempt to become someone 
else, if even for one night.  

Hospitals have added a new dimension to the wearing of a mask.  The look and 
purpose of the mask has changed.  It is not the mask of a character or the elegantly decorated mask of 
the privileged attending their lavish parties; it is one of utilitarian usage.  Masks for medical purposes 
are the required gear in surgeries and in highly infectious areas to prevent the spread of germs and 
disease.  Masks are now worn by many of the citizens in every country, as we are taking measures to 

slow down the spread of the Coronavirus.  Women with 
sewing skills have revved up their sewing machines and 
made the much-needed masks for family, friends, and 
medical sites during the early days of the pandemic.  I have 
noticed that those who like a little pizzazz in their fashion 
have chosen from the now wide selection of purchased 
masks, a mask that reflects their personality.  You can take 
a person out of fashionable places, but you cannot take 
fashion out of the person!  It is no longer what is the well-

dressed woman wearing?  It is, what kind of mask is she wearing?  This is an exaggeration of course, 
but masks have left an imprint on the whole world in the Pandemic Year of 2020. 

But is there another kind of mask people wear?  This would be the invisible mask we often wear when 
we are around others.  It is worn especially around those we consider above us socially, intellectually, 
or financially.  The mask appears when we may feel uncomfortable with those who let their social skills 
and personality dominate the relationship.  No one likes to feel threatened, and out comes the 
protective mask.  The mask is not made of cloth, paper or plastic.  It is not plain or decorated.  It can be 
put on at a moment’s notice.  The wearer is adapting to what he or she thinks is expected, whether it be 
a happy face or stock answers that give the impression that everything is fine…no matter that the 
masquerader is also miserable and wishes to be somewhere else.  

What would happen if we left the mask off and related to each other as we 
really are at this time in our life?  Would we become more compassionate, 
less self-absorbed, and ask questions that would reveal “jewels” in those we 
had once considered dull?  Taking off our masks is risky, but anything 
worthwhile requires a step of faith.  To do so is to believe what the Lord says of 
us: 

“You are fearfully and wonderfully made...How precious are your thoughts 
toward me.  How vast is the sum of them!”  - Psalm 139: 14, 17  
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Peace’s Church Calendar is located at https://www.peaceshelby.org/church-events-calendar.   

Peace’s School Calendar located at https://www.peaceshelby.org/school-calendar 
 

Worship Services 
 

On-Site Sunday Worship 
8:30am Classic 

10:30am Contemporary 
 

Online Worship 
Streaming Sunday at 10:30am 

 on Peace’s Facebook Page  

 

Sunday Bible Study  
9:45-10:30am 

 

Prayer Group 
7:00pm, Mondays 

 

Wednesday Night  

Bible Studies 
6:30pm In-Person and  

Zoom Bible Studies  

 

Saturday  Bible Studies 
Men’s Bible Study 

2
nd

 and 4
th

 Saturdays  In-Person 

7:30am 

 

KidZone @ Home 

9:45am 

 

Contact Information 
Church: 586-731-4120 

School: 586-739-2431 

Fax: 586-731-8935 

Website: www.peaceshelby.org 

 

Office Hours 
Monday through Friday 

8:00am to 4:30pm 

 
Peace Lutheran Church and School 

6580 24-Mile Road 

Shelby Township, MI  48316 

 

Peace Lutheran Board of Directors 
Rev. David Klemm, Pastor 

Holly Nelson, Family Life Director 

Jill Kopper, Interim Principal 

John Matalavy, President      Russ Kouba, Vice President 

Aaron Wilks, Comptroller     Sue Yarrington, Secretary 

John Blanchard, Board of Elders, Chairperson 

Tom Kellogg, Board of Trustees, Chairperson 

Dan Geer, Board of Family Life, Chairperson 

Lisa Towne, Board of Christian Care, Chairperson 

Andy Finn, Board of Education, Chairperson 

 

School Faculty 
Andrea Chouinard, 8

th

 Grade Teacher 

Aaron Rosin, 7
th

 Grade Teacher 

Jill Kopper, 6
th

 Grade Teacher  

Karen Priehs, 5
th

 Grade Teacher 

Sue Trinklein, 3
rd

 and 4
th

 Grade Teacher 

Heidi Chaplin, 2
nd

 Grade Teacher  

Erin Geffert, 1
st

 Grade Teacher 

Megan Willemsen, Kindergarten Teacher 

Lisa McGowan, Kindergarten Teacher’s Aide 

Karin Sparks, Day School Aide 

Suzette Quail, Early Childhood Director 

Preschool Staff: Lisa Towne, Melissa Jones, Terri Ritchie,  

Amanda Keyser,  Sue Yarrington,  Chelsea Parmentier,  

Heather Lewis, Lana McIntosh 

Latchkey Supervisors: Chelsea Parmentier 

 

School Office Administrative Assistant: Cornel Steenkamp 

Receptionist-Secretary:  Jessica Dolan 

Office Assistants: Jessica Franckiewicz, Caris Majeski 

Financial Accounts Manager: Deb Kellogg 

 Director of Media: Sandy Coccimiglio 
 

Elder Zones 
A – B  John Blanchard             M – O Pat Longtin    

C – D  Bill Hudson  P – R  Jeff DeSano 

E – J John Ugo     S Doug Shackelford 

K – L Fred Thom  T– Z     Ken Fritsch 

Elder Family zones are determined by the first letter of your last     

name. 
 

 

To subscribe to or to unsubscribe from the .pdf e-news version of the monthly “Peace Lutheran Messenger,” please send 
your request with your name and e-mail address to enews@peaceshelby.org. 

 

 

https://www.peaceshelby.org/church-events-calendar
https://www.peaceshelby.org/school-calendar
http://www.peaceshelby.org/
mailto:enews@peaceshelby.org

