
  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 How much do you know about Christmas? 

Take the quiz below to test your knowledge.  Answers are on Page 2.    

1. Who told Mary and Joseph to go to Bethlehem? 

2. What form of transportation did Mary and Joseph use to get to 

Bethlehem?  

3. Which Old Testament prophet had the most to say about the birth 

of Christ? 

4. Who told Joseph the baby’s name was to be Jesus? 

5. When the shepherds went looking for Jesus, what was the sign 

they were to look for? 

6. How many wise men, kings or magi came to see Jesus? 

7. Matthew 2:8 says that Herod asked the wise men to inform him 

where the baby Jesus was.  Why does this verse say he wanted 

to know? 

8. What are the three gifts that are mentioned 

being given by the wise men? 

9. Which emperor ordered all the young 

children be killed? 

10. What animals does the Bible say were 

present at the birth of Jesus? 

11. What was the name of the unkind innkeeper who would not allow 

the pregnant Mary to lodge in his inn? 

12. What is the name of the priest who was told he would not die until 

he  saw the Savior? 

13. Two of the four Gospels do not mention the birth of Christ.  Which 

two? 
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ANSWERS 
1. Caesar Augustus.  He ordered the people to go back to the city of their forefathers.  

Joseph’s family was from Bethlehem.  Luke 2:1. 
2. The Bible does not say how they went from Galilee to Bethlehem.  It was an 80-mile 

trip for them.  It is likely that they rode some type of animal, but the Bible gives no 
details.  It is commonly depicted that Mary rode a donkey while Joseph walked along 
side.  But that is simply an artistic depiction.  We do not really know. 

3. The book of Isaiah has the most to say about the birth of the Savior.  
4. An Angel in Matthew 1:21.  The Bible does not say that this was Gabriel; however, 

it is assumed to be him, since he was the one specifically mentioned as the 
messenger to Mary and Zacharias in Luke 1. 

5. A baby, wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger.  Luke 2:12. 
6. The Bible does not say how many wise men there were.  Tradition says there were 

three because of the three gifts.  It could be there were many more than just three. 
7. So that he could worship the child.  But we know that his intentions were far from 

worship.  Matthew 2:11-18. 
8. Gold, frankincense and myrrh.  Matthew 2:11. 
9. This was Herod.  He ordered all the children in Bethlehem and the outlying areas, 

who were 2 years old and younger, to be killed.  However, Jesus and His family had 
already moved to Egypt (Matthew 2:13). 

10. In the New Testament accounts of Christ’s birth there is no mention of any     
     animals.  However, Isaiah 1:3 could be a prophecy talking about at least a  
     donkey seeing the crib of his Master (God).  It could allude to the fact that an ox  
     was there too.  If a bunch of shepherds were there, one would assume sheep  
     would have been present.  But there is no definite list of animals mentioned in  
     the Bible. 

11. The Bible does not say.  Nor does it even say that they were unwelcomingly  
     turned away from an inn.  It just says there was not room in the inn at Bethlehem.   

12. Simeon.  Luke 2:25, 26. 
13. Neither Mark nor John tell the story of the birth of Christ. 

 

Wishing Everyone a Very Merry and Blessed Christmas! 
 

 
 

 

“Bless us, Lord, this Christmas, with quietness of mind; teach us to be patient and always to 

be kind.”  — Helen Steiner               (Taken with permission from www.newsletternewsletter.com.) 
 

http://www.newsletternewsletter.com/
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A Message from Our Principal… 
 

“While they were there, the time came for the baby to be born, and she gave birth to her 
firstborn, a son.  She wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a manger because there was 

no guest room available for them.” 
 Luke 2:6-7 

 
2020 has been a year for the ages!  How many times this year have you 
done something in a different way?  How many traditions did you and 
your family adjust this year in order to be able to do them safely?  In 
school, we have made many different changes during 2020.  Looking 
back over the last twelve months, we remember that school was remote 
for most of the spring.  We now have different procedures in place at 
school to make sure we stay healthy and safe.   
 
It truly has been a different year, 2020.  But there are some things that 
are not different this year and that we know will never change.  When 
our students come to school at Peace, they will hear about Jesus and 
His great love for them.  Each day we are reminded of how Jesus walks 

beside us and never leaves us alone.  What great comfort that is for us especially in this year of 
uncertainty. 
 
December brings with it all the fun and festiveness of Christmas.  Can you imagine how different 
that night was when Jesus was born?  A baby born in a stable and put in a manger was certainly 
not the custom at that time, then to know and understand that that baby was the Savior of the world 
and He was born among the animals?  Mary and Joseph, the shepherds, and the innkeeper can 
relate to a different type of night. 
 
This past month all our students from PK-8 grade were able to participate in putting together a 
Christmas program.  Like the things listed above, this too will look and feel different, but one thing is 
the same, the central message.  The message that God’s love is so great that He sent His Son to 
earth to be born as a baby.  That baby would grow up and become a man who would be led to the 
cross where He would give His life for us.  Jesus was born for you and me to be our Savior.  What a 
message to proclaim!   
 
Our preschool students are excited to share with their families the message of Christmas through 
their program, “The Shepherds’ Christmas.”  Parents and loved ones will be able to view the 
program on Wednesday, December 9.  Our students in K-8 grade are excited to share God’s love 
and the message of Christmas with their families through their program “Something’s Different.”  
Parents and loved ones will be able to view this program on Wednesday, December 16.  We pray 
that everyone is reminded, or perhaps they hear for the first time, of God’s great love for them that 
came to earth in a different way.   
 
As we complete a year that has been different from any other and move into the next year, we do 
so with the confidence that God goes into each day with us.  On behalf of all the teachers, students, 
and staff of Peace Lutheran School we would like to wish you a Merry Christmas and a happy and 
safe New Year. 
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A Message from the Editor… 
 

Dear Readers, 
 
May the miracle and birth of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ bring your hearts joy 
and may blessings abound this Christmas and every day.  
 
God’s Blessings!  

 
Jackie Pilan  
 
PS: The deadline for January’s “Peace Lutheran Messenger” is Sunday, December 20. 
 
 

Board and Ministry News… 
 

 

Thank you so much for your participation in and donations to our Virtual Auction.  We 
hope that you enjoyed the new virtual format! Our totals are still being calculated. 
Proceeds will go to renovate the boys and girls bathrooms in the school hallway. 
 
Items will be available for pickup in the school gym on Sunday, December 6, from 
12:00 - 3:00pm. 
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Senior Youth 

Ministries 
 July 9-13 , 2022 

 
After months stuck at home due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, Lutheran youth 
have something to look forward to in 
2022.  
 
This event focuses on teens, what 
they encounter, and the words of Paul 
in Colossians 1:15–20, which highlight 
that Jesus is before all things, in all 
things and holds all things together.” 

  

 

Giving at Peace 
 
Your faithful giving helps the daily 
operations of Peace Lutheran Church 
and School.  We thank you for your 
generosity.  For your convenience, 
Peace offers three ways to give! 

 

  

 

Merry Christmas! 
 
There are many different ways to 
worship at Peace in 2020.  Please join 
us for Christmas Eve services in 
person, on our app or on Facebook! 
Also make note of our Christmas 
holiday office hours listed below. 
 

Christmas Eve Candlelight 
Services: 

4:00pm and 6:00pm. 
 
Livestreamed Candlelight Service: 

4:00pm on our Facebook page. 
 

Christmas Holiday Office Hours: 
December 21-23 and 28-30  

9:00am-2:00pm. 
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THE UNWRAPPED GIFT 

Gifts come in all sizes, shapes and appearances.  Some are beautifully 
wrapped, suggesting mysterious, but possibly expensive gifts beneath the 
tempting coverings.  Other gifts do not try to conceal their content.  They are 
stuffed into hastily wrapped boxes with stuck -on -bows from former gifts, or 
into previously used gift bags.  It is hard to size up their contents.  It could be a 
re-gifted item or something bought at the last minute.  Then there are the gift 
givers who have no time for such gift-wrapping nonsense.  Now seriously, if 
you had your choice, what gift would you like to receive?  Being drawn to a 
“healthy” amount of bling in one's life, I would choose the eye appealing 
wrapped gift.  Would such a beautiful exterior be wasted on something 
disappointing? 

 As you well know, the answer is yes.  We have all at some time opened promising gifts, only to learn that 
you cannot “judge a book by its cover.”  Aunt Millie may wrap beautiful gifts, but that does not mean she can 
knit a sweater that fits!  Children that were expecting the much-wanted toy they reminded their parents about 
for the last six months, opened up a box containing pajamas.  Needed, yes, but not wanted.  A gift that 
looked good on the outside, but disappointing once opened. 

 I observed this gift phenomenon at our recent family reunion.  Some White Elephant gifts were wrapped and 
some unwrapped.  The risk takers chose the wrapped gift.  There were some perfectly good unwrapped gifts 
on the table for the choosing.  My husband donated a used, but good electric saber saw.  It was overlooked 
by men I thought might choose it, but a newer, mystery gift got their attention.  Two of my cousins fought 
over a beautiful basket.  One woman left with the prize, and the other with resentment.  How easily the 
“outer” usurps the “inner”.  I wonder if the winner really won and if she has peace? 

The world has been offered an UNWRAPPED GIFT, not just at 
gift giving time, but every day.  Jesus, the Savior of mankind, 
was born in the crudest of boxes: a manger that held cattle 
feed.  His meager “wrappings”, if you could call them as such, 
were strips of swaddling cloth, not fine linen or soft cotton.  
Hardly a baby that was beautifully wrapped.  Yet, concealed in 
the simplest of gift presentations, He was then, and still is, the 
greatest gift ever given.  The Magi, who came from afar with 
only their faith and a bright star to guide them, recognized the 
value of the UNWRAPPED GIFT and laid costly gifts at His 
feet.  Many people today ignore this plain and free gift, and 
instead reach for the dazzling boxes of success, entertainment, 

material possessions, temporary numbing additions, and dangerous relationships.  Once opened, they are 
found to be disappointing when the expectation of the gift exceeds its ability to satisfy.  Choose the God-
given unwrapped gift of His Son.  Beneath His plain exterior, you will find the costly treasures of forgiveness 
and eternal life.  Isaiah 53:1 states: 

“He had no beauty or majesty to attract us to Him; nothing in appearance that we should desire Him.”  

  

Written by 

Beverly Porter  
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Peace’s Church Calendar is located at https://www.peaceshelby.org/church-events-calendar.   

Peace’s School Calendar located at https://www.peaceshelby.org/school-calendar 
 

Worship Services 
 

On-Site Sunday Worship 
8:30am Classic 

10:30am Contemporary 

 

Online Worship 
Streaming Sunday at 10:30am 

 on Peace’s Facebook Page  

 

Sunday Bible Study  
9:45-10:30am 

 

Prayer Group 
7:00pm, Mondays 

 

Wednesday Night  

Bible Studies 
6:30pm In-Person and  

Zoom Bible Studies  

 

Saturday  Bible Studies 
Men’s Bible Study 

2
nd

 and 4
th

 Saturdays  In-Person 

7:30am 

KidZone @ Home 

9:45am 

 

Contact Information 
Church: 586-731-4120 

School: 586-739-2431 

Fax: 586-731-8935 

Website: www.peaceshelby.org 

 

Office Hours 
Monday through Friday 

8:00am to 4:30pm 

 
Peace Lutheran Church and School 

6580 24-Mile Road 

Shelby Township, MI  48316 

 

Peace Lutheran Board of Directors 
Rev. David Klemm, Pastor 

Holly Nelson, Family Life Director 

Jill Kopper, Interim Principal 

John Matalavy, President 

Russ Kouba, Vice President 

Aaron Wilks, Comptroller 

Sue Yarrington, Secretary 

John Blanchard, Board of Elders, Chairperson 

Tom Kellogg, Board of Trustees, Chairperson 

Dan Geer, Board of Youth and Family, Chairperson 

Lisa Towne, Board of Christian Care, Chairperson 

Vince Coccimiglio, Board of Education, Chairperson 

 

School Faculty 
Andrea Chouinard, 8

th

 Grade Teacher 

Aaron Rosin, 7
th

 Grade Teacher 

Jill Kopper, 6
th

 Grade Teacher  

Karen Priehs, 5
th

 Grade Teacher 

Sue Trinklein, 3
rd

 and 4
th

 Grade Teacher 

Heidi Chaplin, 2
nd

 Grade Teacher  

Erin Geffert, 1
st

 Grade Teacher 

Megan Willemsen, Kindergarten Teacher 

Lisa McGowan, Kindergarten Teacher’s Aide 

Karin Sparks, Day School Aide 

Suzette Quail, Early Childhood Director 

Lana McIntosh, Preschool Aide 

Preschool Staff: Lisa Towne, Melissa Jones, Terri Ritchie, Amanda Keyser,  

Sue Yarrington,  Chelsea Parmentier, Heather Lewis 

Latchkey Supervisors: Chelsea Parmentier 

 

School Office Administrative Assistant: Cornel Steenkamp 

Receptionist-Secretary:  Jessica Dolan 

Office Assistants: Jessica Franckiewicz, Caris Majeski 

Financial Accounts Manager: Deb Kellogg 

 Director of Media: Sandy Coccimiglio 
 

Elder Zones 
A – B  John Blanchard             M – O Pat Longtin    

C – D  Bill Hudson  P – R  Jeff DeSano 

E – J John Ugo     S Doug Shackelford 

K – L Fred Thom  T– Z     Ken Fritsch 

Elder Family zones are determined by the first letter of your last name. 
 

 

To subscribe to or to unsubscribe from the .pdf e-news version of the monthly “Peace Lutheran Messenger,” please send 
your request with your name and e-mail address to enews@peaceshelby.org. 

 

 

https://www.peaceshelby.org/church-events-calendar
https://www.peaceshelby.org/school-calendar
http://www.peaceshelby.org/
mailto:enews@peaceshelby.org

