
  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Luther and the Reformation 
With the approach of October, 

brings thoughts of Fall, Halloween 

and of course, The Reformation.  

As Lutherans, Reformation Day or 

Reformation Sunday, is a day we 

remember the actions and 

accomplishments of a man named 

Martin Luther.  Luther was a Priest, Professor, Author, Composer, 

Monk and Theologian.  He was also the man who began the 

Reformation with a hammer, nails and list of 95 complaints against 

the established church. 

Now if you search Martin Luther on Google, you will also get much 

information about Martin Luther King Jr.  Did you know that Martin 

Luther King Sr. was so impressed with Martin Luther, that he officially 

changed his name to Martin Luther King? 

A few years ago, the television show Biography ran a special series 

in which they counted down the 100 most influential people of the 

past 1,000 years.  Now you might think that I would say that 

Martin Luther is number one . . . nope . . . it is Johannes 

Gutenberg, inventor of Gutenberg Press.  Number two on the list 

was physics expert and mathematician, Sir Isaac Newton.  And 

yes, the third most influential person of the past 1,000 years, was 

Martin Luther.  Time Magazine had Luther as second on their 

list.                                                 (Continued on pages 2 and 3) 
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Now you might think that since Martin Luther has a ton of 

influence, when he was leading the Reformation and beyond, 

that he might become a little arrogant or egotistical.  But he did 

not.  In fact, when many of the people following his teachings 

began to be called “Lutherans,” Luther objected.  In fact, he is 

quoted as saying, “I ask that men make no reference to my 

name and call themselves not Lutherans but Christians.  What 

is Luther?  St. Paul would not allow Christians to call themselves 

Pauline or Petrine. How then should I, a poor evil-smelling 

maggot sack, have men give to the children of Christ my 

worthless name?” 

 

Wow!  Quite a way with words, Luther had at times!  But the 

words he did always value – were God’s Words!  In fact, one of 

Luther’s favorite Bible passages was 2 Timothy 3:16 which 

reads – “All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in 

righteousness, so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.” 

 

Luther loved God’s Word because of the message it relayed.  That God loves His creation, that He 

loves all people and desires all people to come back to Him in a renewed and resorted relationship. 

The very focus of 3 more of Luther’s favorite Bible passages . . .  

Romans 1:17 

“The good news shows God’s power to make people right with himself.  God’s power to be made 

right with him is given to the person who has faith.  It happens by faith from beginning to end.  It is 

written, “The one who is right with God will live by faith.” 

Galatians 3:11 

“So it is clear that no one can be made right with God by trying to keep the law.  For the Scriptures 

say, “It is through faith that a righteous person has life.” 

Ephesians 2:8 

“For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift 

of God.” 

 

Notice how all three passages sum up the main teaching of the Reformation – that no human being 

can be made right with God through their own good works or by following some set of rules.  It is only 

by and through FAITH – faith in Jesus Christ and what He has done for us all.  Jesus died for our 

sins and rose again from the dead – believe and have faith in that – and your sins are forgiven, you 

have the promise of heaven and you are RIGHT with the God who loves you more than anything 

else!                                                                                                                                                           (Continued on Page 3) 
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Luther’s favorite Bible passages, from his favorite book, the Bible, because it always points us to the 

Messiah – to Jesus – to our God who loves us!  

 

Let’s close with one of his favorite prayers – “I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, 

Your dear Son, that You have kept me this night from all harm and danger; and I pray that You would 

keep me this day also from sin and every evil, that all my doings and life may please You. For into 

Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let Your holy angel be with me, 

that the evil foe may have no power over me. Amen. (The Small Catechism: Daily Prayers). 

 

A Message from the Editor… 
 
Dear Readers, 

 
Did you know that October is Pastor and Clergy Appreciation Month? I would like to take 
this opportunity to thank Pastor Klemm and our church and board leaders for all they do in 
helping us grow in our personal relationship with Jesus Christ and each other. You are all 
a true blessing from God! 
 

Please consider helping out with our tech team during Sunday services. Some areas of need are Facebook 
and Instagram Moderators, Camera Soundboard, and Screen Technicians.  
 
Sincerely, 
Jackie Pilan  
 
PS: The deadline for November’s “Peace Lutheran Messenger” is Wednesday, October 20. 
 

 

Board and Ministry News… 
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Peace Food Pantry and Samaritan House 

FOOD DRIVE 

The Board of Christian Care is again sponsoring a fall food drive to restock the Peace Food Pantry and 

Samaritan House’s food pantry. Paper grocery bags will be distributed with a “needs” list stapled to the front 

during our 8:30 and 10:30am worship services.  The drive will begin Sunday, October 3, and food bags are to 

be returned by Sunday, October 17.  A collection table will be set up in the church sanctuary during this time. 

Thank you for your support of these ministries. 

BREAKFAST BAG      DINNER BAG 

Cereal                    Canned Fruit 

Oatmeal    Canned Vegetables 

Canned Juice    Boxed Potatoes / Rice / Pasta 

Pancake Mix    Canned Spaghetti Sauce  

Syrup     Hamburger Helper 

Coffee / Tea    Taco Kits 

 

LUNCH BAG    PERSONAL BAG 

Canned Soup / Stew   Toothpaste / Toothbrush /Floss 

Tuna        Hand Soap 

Mayo / Mustard      Shampoo 

Peanut Butter                   Conditioner 

Jelly / Jam       Body Wash 

Crackers       Disposable Razors 

Packaged Cookies    
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A Message from Our Principal… 
 
This month marks the kick off of our biggest Church-School fundraiser for this school year, the end of 1st 
quarter (already!), and the celebration of Reformation!  All glory to God as we have much to celebrate! 
 
The Raise Craze Fundraiser is an opportunity to pay it forward.  What a great way to raise funds while at the 
same time helping those around us.  It is a time to work together as a church-school family, as the family at 
home, and as a classroom.  Please help us achieve our goals and spread some kindness! 
 
As we focus on the acts of kindness this month, remember that we can be kind because God first showed 
love and kindness to us.  So, when we are tempted to think, “my calendar is too full,” or “I’m not in the mood 
today,” look for the simple opportunities God sends your way to be kind to others.  You will be blessed to be 
a blessing! 
 
New Staff: 
 
Please welcome our new teaching staff! 
 
Although Kathy Schurig has been a member of Peace for a while, she is a new face on staff!  Mrs. Schurig 
teaches 7th grade homeroom and middle school Math to grades 6-8.   
 
Our Middle School is blessed to also have Heather VanHouten join our staff teaching 6th grade homeroom 
and Science for grades 6-8.     
 
Deanna Powers, a former Lutheran School teacher, LSEM  
teacher, and Richmond Public School teacher has come  
out of retirement this year to teach the afternoons, Science & 
Math, in the 5th grade classroom.  She and Karen Priehs are 
sharing the 5th grade responsibility.  
 
Third grade has a new teacher, also a former Lutheran 
teacher, Ms. Janel Stier.  Ms. Stier is excited to be back 
in a Lutheran School setting.  
 
Our Early Childhood Staff has grown this year as well.  
Welcome to Amanda Pate, our 3-year-old teacher and  
Erin Olsen, who is a preschool aide as well as  
our afternoon Latchkey teacher.   
 
God has led new people here at Peace to do His work to grow the kingdom.  I thank  
God for each of them, as well as each person who God has kept here from previous years.   
Please keep us all in your prayers as we do our best with the gifts He has given us in this place and at this 
time.   
 
Blessings, 
Susan Klauer 
 
Chapel leaders this month:    Enrollment Update: 
October 6th:  Pastor Klemm               Preschool: 101 
October 13th:  Mrs. Klauer    K-8: 160 
October 20th: 7th Grade Chapel    
October 27th:  5th Grade Chapel 
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Minister to Your Ministers 

In honor of Clergy Appreciation Month, use these alphabetical reminders of how to treat your 

pastors (and all church leaders): 

 

Accept them as people. 

Build them up. Say “thank you.” 

Communicate with them. 

Defend them when someone tries to run them down. 

Entertain them. They like to have fun, too! 

Family. Allow them to have a family life. 

Genuine. Be honest with them. Be yourself around them. 

Honor them. Don’t put them on a pedestal, but respect them. 

Income. Pay them enough so money isn’t a concern. 

Judge not! Avoid being critical. 

Kind. Treat pastors as you want to be treated. 

Love. See 1 Corinthians 13. 

Maintain. Their families have the same needs as other families. 

Nurture. Help them grow in grace. 

Offer to help. The list of things you can do is endless. 

Pray for them. Lift up their names to God daily. 

Quelch not. Encourage instead! 

Rejoice in and with them. 

Surprise them — in little and big ways. 

Trust them. Believe in them. 

Understand them. Put yourself in their place. 

Vacation. They need time away. 

Welcome them into your home. Don’t wait for an invitation. 

eXpend yourself, not them. 

Yoke. Help them bear their burdens with grace and dignity. 

Zap all gossip! 

 

 

Mixed Signals 
 

A newcomer approached the pastor after worship and said, “I’d like you to pray for my 

hearing.” 

 

Placing hands on the man’s ears, the pastor said a very passionate, earnest prayer and then 

asked the visitor, “How’s your hearing now?” 

 

With a confused look, the man said, “Well, it’s scheduled for tomorrow.” 
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Worship Services 
 

On-Site Sunday Worship 
8:30am Traditional 

10:30am Contemporary 

 

Online Worship 
Streaming Sunday at 10:30am 

 on Peace’s Website, App, YouTube 

Channel and Facebook Page  

 

Sunday Bible Studies  
Adult Bible Studies 

9:45-10:30am 

 

JYM  
9:45am 

 

 KidZone 

During the 10:30am Service 
 

Wednesday Night  

Bible Studies 
6:30pm In-Person and  

Zoom Bible Studies  

 

Saturday  Bible Studies 
Men’s Bible Study 

2
nd

 and 4
th

 Saturdays, In-Person 

7:30am 
 

Prayer Group 
7:00pm, Mondays 

 

 

 

Peace Lutheran Board of Directors 
Rev. David Klemm, Pastor 

Holly Nelson, Family Life Director 

Susan Klauer, Principal 

John Matalavy, President 

Russ Kouba, Vice President 

Aaron Wilks, Comptroller 

Sue Yarrington, Secretary 

John Blanchard, Board of Elders, Chairperson 

Tom Kellogg, Board of Trustees, Chairperson 

Lisa Towne, Board of Christian Care, Chairperson 

Andy Finn, Board of Education, Chairperson 

 

School Faculty 
Andrea Chouinard, 8

th

 Grade Teacher 

Kathy Schurig, 7
th

 Grade Teacher 

Heather VanHouten, 6
th

 Grade Teacher  

Karen Priehs, Morning 5
th

 Grade Teacher 

Deanna Powers, Afternoon 5
th

 Grade Teacher 

Sue Trinklein, 4
th

 Grade Teacher 

Janel Stier, 3
rd

 Grade Teacher 

Heidi Chaplin, 2
nd

 Grade Teacher  

Erin Geffert, 1
st

 Grade Teacher 

Megan Willemsen, Kindergarten Teacher 

Lisa McGowan, Kindergarten Teacher’s Aide 

Karin Sparks, Day School Aide 

Suzette Quail, Early Childhood Director 

Preschool Staff: Amanda Keyser, Heather Lewis, Jennifer McCoy,  

Lana McIntosh Erin Olsen, Amanda Pate,  Laura Schick 

Lisa Towne, Heather Van Torre, Sue Yarrington    

Lunch Coordinator: Jennifer McCoy 

 

Office Assistant: Jeanette Meyer 

Office Assistant: Diane Evanson 

Financial Accounts Manager: Deb Kellogg 

Media Liaison: Jessica Franckiewicz 

  

Contact Information 
Church: 586-731-4120  

School: 586-739-2431 

Fax: 586-731-8935 

Website: www.peaceshelby.org 

 

Office Hours 
Monday through Friday 

8:00am to 4:30pm 

 
Peace Lutheran Church and School 

6580 24-Mile Road 

Shelby Township, MI  48316 
 

To subscribe to or to unsubscribe from the .pdf e-news version of the monthly “Peace Lutheran Messenger,” 
please send your request with your name and e-mail address to enews@peaceshelby.org. 

 

 

http://www.peaceshelby.org/
mailto:enews@peaceshelby.org

