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 Saint Patrick’s Day 

Saint Patrick’s Day is Wednesday, March 17 and is usually 

associated with perhaps a parade, “festive” celebrations, 

often with green colored beverages, along with 

corn beef and cabbage dinners.  In addition to 

that is the imagery that is associated with the 

day – the color green, everyone is of Irish 

descent for the day, leprechauns, pots of gold at the end of 

rainbows, four leaf clovers, the list could go on . . .  

All of these things have been woven into our culture, but 

who, was the man for whom this holiday is named after?  

Who is Patrick and what made him a saint?  

St. Patrick was born in Great Britain . . . WHAT?  I thought 

he was Irish!  Well, he was born in Great Britain in 387 and 

was kidnapped by pirates at the age of 16, taken to Ireland 

where they made him a slave for the next 6 years.  During 

those years as a slave, Patrick endured many hardships 

that included lack of food, warmth, and friendship.  He lived 

in a very strict and harsh environment, but this is the exact 

setting where God’s Presence and Love became very real 

to him.  It is during this time that Patrick’s faith grew.  Over 

time, he began to study God’s Word and felt the Lord 

leading him to do ministry among the people in Ireland, 

which is exactly what he did.                 (Continued on Page 2) 
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Why is St. Patrick a saint?  Because he taught, served and ministered to the people of 
Ireland for many years.  It has been reported and estimated that St. Patrick baptized 
over 120,000 people and founded 300 plus churches.  He also trained and sent out 
the next generation of missionaries to carry on the Lord’s work. 
 
St. Patrick’s life was one of simplicity – marked by prayer and faithfulness to God.  
Sounds like a winning formula to me!  It is the same formula in Romans 8:28, “We 
know that God causes everything to work together for the good of those who love God 
and are called according to his purpose for them.” 
 
Saint Patrick was famous for writing many well-known and often used prayers, the 
following one of them . . . 
 
"As I arise today, 
may the strength of God pilot me, 
the power of God uphold me, 
the wisdom of God guide me. 
May the eye of God look before me, 
the ear of God hear me, 
the word of God speak for me. 
May the hand of God protect me, 
the way of God lie before me, 
the shield of God defend me, 
the host of God save me. 
May Christ shield me today. 
Christ with me, Christ before me, 
Christ behind me, 
Christ in me, Christ beneath me, 
Christ above me, 
Christ on my right, Christ on my left, 
Christ when I lie down, Christ when I sit, 
Christ when I stand, 
Christ in the heart of everyone who thinks of me, 
Christ in the mouth of everyone who speaks of me, 
Christ in every eye that sees me, 
Christ in every ear that hears me. 
Amen." 
 
 

Daylight-Saving Time begins, March 14, 2021 
 
Turn your clocks forward one hour.  Take this opportunity to check and/or change your batteries in 
all of your detectors and devices!  
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A Message from Our Principal… 
 

“Train up a child in the way he should go; even when he is old he will not depart from it.” 
Proverbs 22:6 
 
Purpose.  Do you ever wonder what your purpose is?  One online dictionary defines the word 
purpose as, “the reason for which something is done or created or for which something exists.”  If 
you carefully look at that definition, it is no wonder that Rick Warren’s book “The Purpose Driven 
Life” was such a bestseller!  Over 35 million copies of that book have been sold and the book is 
translated into more than 70 languages.   
 

Peace Lutheran School was established a little over 50 years 
ago to serve the purpose of providing a faith-based quality 
education for the children of Peace Lutheran Church and the 
community.  I am sure there were many meetings to discuss 
opening a school.  Plans were probably made, revised, and 
finalized before the purpose could be seen in brick and 
mortar.  What a commitment those people made to furthering 
the kingdom of God and living out Proverbs 22:6, ”Train up a 
child in the way he should go; even when he is old he will not 
depart from it.”  Stop for a second and reflect on that.  After all 
these years, the purpose of Peace Lutheran School has not 
changed!   
 
Providing a faith-based quality education was the reason 
Peace Lutheran School was created and it is the reason that it 
still exists.  God has faithfully sustained this ministry so that 
His truth could be shared with children and families even 
today!   

 
Recently some of our students were asked to write about some of their memorable moments at 
Peace.  One student wrote, “...a sentimental moment I remember is when I first came here.  I felt 
forgiven and worthy after my first chapel service.  I felt safe knowing that God is always holding me 
in His hands.” 
 
Wow!  What amazing words that this student wrote.  Take a minute and read them for a second 
time.  Forgiven…Worthy…Safe…Held in God’s hands.  In Rick Warren’s book, “The Purpose 
Driven Life,” he says, “You weren’t put on earth to be remembered.  You were put here to prepare 
for eternity.”  Our purpose is to prepare for eternity.  God uses all different instruments in our lives 
to prepare us for eternity.  I believe that God has used Peace as an instrument to help prepare 
children for eternity.  I do not doubt that this student also took these feelings home and shared them 
with their family as well.  Lives are being changed for eternity because of the faith-based quality 
education we offer at Peace.   
 
Thank you for supporting the ministry and work of Peace Lutheran School.  Know that the purpose 
has not changed and God still faithfully shows us the impact of the ministry is more than we could 
have ever imagined.  We are currently enrolling for the next school year and would love to share 
Peace’s purpose with new families who may benefit from a faith-based quality education.   
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A Message from the Editor… 
 
Dear Readers, 

 
I hope that everyone is safe, well and warm!  Two of our Peace family members’ articles 
are included in this publication in hope of warming your hearts and your spirits in 
preparation for Lent!  Please check out pages 8 and 9.  
 
 

Jackie Pilan  
 
PS: The deadline for December’s “Peace Lutheran Messenger” is Saturday, March 20. 
 

Board and Ministry News… 
 

 
 

A breath of fresh prayer 
Norwegian theologian Ole Hallesby described prayer as simply letting God into our lives.  

God “knocks,” he said, “not only in the solemn hours of secret prayer” but “in the midst 

of your daily work, your daily struggles, your daily grind … when you need him most.” 

  
Prayer, added Hallesby, is as essential to life as air.  “As impossible as it is for us to 

take a breath in the morning large enough to last us until noon, so impossible is it to pray 

in the morning in such a way as to last us until noon,” he said.  “Let your prayers ascend to 

[God] constantly, audibly or silently, as circumstances throughout the day permit.”  
                                                                                 (Taken with permission from www.newsletternewsletter.com) 
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Seniors Youth 

Ministries 
 July 9-13 , 2022 

 

After months stuck at home due to 
the COVID-19 pandemic, Lutheran 
youth have something to look 
forward to in 2022.  
 
This event focuses on teens, what 
they encounter, and the words of 
Paul in Colossians 1:15–20, which 
highlight that Jesus is before all 
things, in all things and holds all 
things together.” 

  

 

Giving at Peace 
 

Your faithful giving helps the daily 
operations of Peace Lutheran 
Church and School.  We thank you 
for your generosity.  For your 
convenience, Peace offers three 
ways to give! 
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Sanitation Team  

Volunteers Needed 
 

SUNDAYS &  
WEEKDAYS AFTER SCHOOL 

 
Contact Holly at  

hnelson@peaceshelby.com for details. 
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Join your Peace family as we follow the adventures of a misfit ant, looking for 
"warriors" to save his colony from greedy grasshoppers by recruiting a group of bugs 
that turn out to be an inept circus troupe. 
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A Lenten Lesson By Laurie Brown 
 

A long time ago, I was asked to lead a Sunday School lesson on Mark 2: 1-12. 
 

Jesus Forgives and Heals a Paralyzed Man 
2 A few days later, when Jesus again entered Capernaum, the people heard that he had come home.  2 
They gathered in such large numbers that there was no room left, not even outside the door, and he 
preached the word to them.  3 Some men came, bringing to him a paralyzed man, carried by four of them.  4 
Since they could not get him to Jesus because of the crowd, they made an opening in the roof above Jesus 
by digging through it and then lowered the mat the man was lying on.  5 When Jesus saw their faith, he said 
to the paralyzed man, “Son, your sins are forgiven.” 
 
6 Now some teachers of the law were sitting there, thinking to themselves, 7 “Why does this fellow talk like 
that?  He’s blaspheming!  Who can forgive sins but God alone?” 
 
8 Immediately Jesus knew in his spirit that this was what they were thinking in their hearts, and he said to 
them, “Why are you thinking these things?  9 Which is easier: to say to this paralyzed man, ‘Your sins are 
forgiven,’ or to say, ‘Get up, take your mat and walk’?  10 But I want you to know that the Son of Man has 
authority on earth to forgive sins.”  So he said to the man, 11 “I tell you, get up, take your mat and go home.”  
12 He got up, took his mat and walked out in full view of them all.  This amazed everyone and they praised 
God, saying, “We have never seen anything like this!” 

 
There are many different ways to tell the story but I am a visual learner and 
someone who loves to help children “see” a story unfold as well.  I found a 
lesson that had a way of sticking with me each time I hear this story in church or 
read it in my Bible.  I pray that one day I can share it with my grandchildren and 
they will pass the story onto their children and grandchildren as well.   
 
We filled a dollhouse with lots of lots of figures (boys, girls, Fisher price toys, GI 
Joes, Barbies, etc.).  The dollhouse was full to the brim!  “There was no room 
left.”  We added more and more figures outside the house.  “Not even outside 
the door.”  Next, we each took a single graham cracker, four pull apart 
Twizzlers, and some Royal Icing.  We “glued” the Twizzlers to the graham 
cracker to make ropes.  We then placed a figure on top the graham cracker.  
This was the paralyzed man on his mat.  Then, we gathered four other figures- 

“Some men came, bringing to him a paralyzed man, carried by four of them.”  And we had the figures carry 
the mat up to the roof of the house.  Next, we placed a large piece of cardboard on top of the hole in the 
house.  I used scissors to cut a hole in the cardboard to “make an opening in the roof above Jesus by 
digging through it.”  I shared the conversation of the teachers of the law and then the conversation between 
Jesus and the paralyzed man.  At the end of the lesson, the children were excited to have the paralyzed 
man “get up, take his mat and go home.”  Not only was he able to walk again but Jesus forgave him of all his 
sins!  Just like He does for you and me.   
 
The object lesson is not the important part.  No, what Jesus did, for the paralyzed man, is the important thing 
to note.  The good news is that he does the same for me and for you.  Our Savior endured many things 
through this season we call Lent.  The ultimate sacrifice was the life that he spared on the cross, and then 
his resurrection, that provides us with an eternity with him.  I love to think of heaven and how there will be no 
more suffering, pain, fear, worry, anxiety, depression, COVID, hurt, abuse, slander, sin…..instead – those 
who call Jesus their savior will join him in heaven.  What a beautiful picture! 
 
I pray that this Lenten season allows you time to reflect on a Savior who loves you more than you could ever 
imagine.  He would even give his life for you so that he can spend eternity with you in heaven.   
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 The Gift Goes On 
 
Mercy is a nice theological word, until you have to live it.  In the tidy and pristine confines of the dictionary, 
mercy is defined as:  “to show clemency or leniency towards an offender or enemy.  To be kind, generous, 
and not harsh.”  When the word escapes the printed page and must be put into practice, the new meaning is 
often best described as, “Hard to do.” 
 
God's Word demonstrates mercy in some of Jesus' parables.  The most well-known is probably the Prodigal 
Son, where the father welcomes back his wayward and reckless son.  Another parable that reflects this 
undeserved compassion is when the master cancels his servant’s huge debt, one that he could not possibly 
pay.  Jesus, himself, showed mercy on many occasions.  He asked his Father to be forgiving and merciful to 
the hateful crowd as he hung on the cross.  He extended that same mercy to the thief on the cross next to 
him, who was rightfully deserving his sentence.  I also received the gift of mercy, for I was undeserving of 
the canceled debt of my sin and given eternal life with all of its privileges.  
 
Human mercy comes to us when we might not expect it, but need it the most.  I have been bestowed with 
this gift from my children, when I messed up as a young mom.  They did not hold grudges as adults often do.  

One of my good Christian friends overlooked my completely 
missing our lunch date, even though she had to travel a distance to 
meet me.  After she waited a respectable amount of time, she 
called me, only to hear my embarrassed apology.  She gave mercy, 
and said she needed to get some shopping done anyways.  I will 
always remember the mercy extended to my entire college class 
when a difficult paper was assigned, then canceled before the due 
date.  I felt a huge load slide off my shoulders, for I worried about 
the paper every day and had not even started to work on it.  
Unexpected relief from a burden when I needed it the most. 
 
But, here is where mercy gets sticky.  It is when you must show 
mercy to one you do not think is entitled.  However, this is what 
mercy is all about: showing forgiveness and compassion when it is 
undeserved.  It is much easier to receive mercy than to give it.  I 
have a Mercy Debt to pay and I am having to fight my fleshly 
impulses that want to ignore this biblical command.  My initial 
thoughts on the situation were not even remotely similar to those of 
Jesus.  Why should I cut this person some slack when better 
treatment was called for?  But is mercy a calculated, even- the- 
score transaction?  I painfully know the answer to that one.  I think 
mercy is cutting the emotional attachment to the one who offended 

you.  To not to extend mercy, is to put the offender in your “mental prison”.  However, you soon end up as 
his cell partner, for unmerciful behavior has become the jailer.  We are now more emotionally attached than 
before. 
 
So how do we give mercy when logic and our emotions rebel at the thought?  I think my own parable would 
help define what mercy requires.  To give mercy is like a slave owner who gives his slave the “freedom 
papers” that would liberate him from all past and future experiences of servitude.  He is now a free man.  In 
the same manner, to be merciful to the one we hold in mental bondage, we must also give him his freedom.  
There are no attached obligations, expectations, or confession of wrongdoing.  The Holy Spirit is the one 
who prompts and enables this act of release in our heart.  Our former prisoner is free and so are we.  
 
Written by 
Beverly Porter 
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Bible Quizzes 
  

 
 

 



  

 

Worship Services 
 

On-Site Sunday Worship 
8:30am Classic 

10:30am Contemporary 

 

Online Worship 
Streaming Sunday at 10:30am 

 on Peace’s Website, App, YouTube 

Channel and Facebook Page  

 

Sunday Bible Study  
9:45-10:30am 

 

Prayer Group 
7:00pm, Mondays 

 

Wednesday Night  

Bible Studies 
6:30pm In-Person and  

Zoom Bible Studies  

 

Saturday  Bible Studies 
Men’s Bible Study 

2
nd

 and 4
th

 Saturdays  In-Person 

7:30am 

 

KidZone @ Home 

9:45am 

 

Contact Information 
Church: 586-731-4120 

School: 586-739-2431 

Fax: 586-731-8935 

Website: www.peaceshelby.org 

 

Office Hours 
Monday through Friday 

8:00am to 4:30pm 

 
Peace Lutheran Church and School 

6580 24-Mile Road 

Shelby Township, MI  48316 

 

Peace Lutheran Board of Directors 
Rev. David Klemm, Pastor 

Holly Nelson, Family Life Director 

Jill Kopper, Interim Principal 

John Matalavy, President 

Russ Kouba, Vice President 

Aaron Wilks, Comptroller 

Sue Yarrington, Secretary 

John Blanchard, Board of Elders, Chairperson 

Tom Kellogg, Board of Trustees, Chairperson 

Lisa Towne, Board of Christian Care, Chairperson 

Andy Finn, Board of Education, Chairperson 

 

School Faculty 
Andrea Chouinard, 8

th

 Grade Teacher 

Aaron Rosin, 7
th

 Grade Teacher 

Jill Kopper, 6
th

 Grade Teacher  

Karen Priehs, 5
th

 Grade Teacher 

Sue Trinklein, 3
rd

 and 4
th

 Grade Teacher 

Heidi Chaplin, 2
nd

 Grade Teacher  

Erin Geffert, 1
st

 Grade Teacher 

Megan Willemsen, Kindergarten Teacher 

Lisa McGowan, Kindergarten Teacher’s Aide 

Karin Sparks, Day School Aide 

Suzette Quail, Early Childhood Director 

Preschool Staff: Lisa Towne, Melissa Jones, Terri Ritchie,  

Amanda Keyser,  Sue Yarrington,  Chelsea Parmentier,  

Heather Lewis, Lana McIntosh,  Jennifer McCoy 

Latchkey Supervisor: Chelsea Parmentier 

Lunch Coordinator: Jennifer McCoy 

 

School Office Administrative Assistant: Cornel Steenkamp 

Receptionist-Secretary:  Jessica Dolan 

Office Assistant: Jessica Franckiewicz 

Financial Accounts Manager: Deb Kellogg 

 Director of Media: Sandy Coccimiglio 
 

 

 
 
 
 

To subscribe to or to unsubscribe from the .pdf e-news version of the monthly “Peace Lutheran Messenger,” 
please send your request with your name and e-mail address to enews@peaceshelby.org. 
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