
 
 

Peace Lutheran School Return to Campus 

Planning a Safe School Environment for Face-to-Face Learning 

 

Peace will open for the year 2020-2021 with K-8 on Wednesday, August 26, for a half-day of 

school, and preschool on Tuesday, September 8.  It is our intent to return students to school 

and classroom practices that are as close to the normal routine as possible, while practicing 

additional safety measures and increasing cleaning and disinfecting protocols.  Our plan 

employs requirements, recommendations, guidelines, and best practices from the Department 

of Education through the task force created by Governor Whitmer, the MI Safe Schools 

Roadmap, the CDC, the American Academy of Pediatrics, and LARA (Early Childhood 

Education licensing); and in conjunction with the Michigan District of the LCMS and MANS 

(Michigan Association of Nonpublic Schools). We have also worked closely with our regional 

Lutheran Schools, in support and encouragement of one another and the whole of Lutheran 

Education. 

 

Our plan includes specific requirements that schools must meet in order to reopen. In fulfilling 

requirements and completing the plan, three Peace committees have been formed: a committee 

for academics and instruction; a committee for health and safety practices and school day 

processes; and a committee for cleaning protocols and provisions. In active discussion and 

meetings, and with diligent research, the committees have helped in developing  plans for the 

school’s reopening strategies.   

 

Gathering as a school community is an integral part of Lutheran Education. It is good to come 

together for education and for mutual support. The following facts and information will give you a 

good idea of what school will look like when we return to our building. More information may be 

added as the comprehensive plan is filled in. Thank you for your continued support and your 

patience as the changing circumstances of the pandemic direct, and in many ways, dictate, our 

course. In service to you, our Peace family, and in honor of God and His kingdom work, we 

continue to work through all aspects and possibilities for optimal safety and wellness and for 

excellent education as you have come to know it at Peace.  

 

Because of the fluid circumstances of the pandemic, plans could be changed or modified for  

necessity or advisability. Following is our plan for the school year 2020-2021 in Phases 4 and 5 

(information applicable to both phases unless otherwise noted).  

 

Should the governor mandate a return to Phase 3, Peace Lutheran School will be ready with an 

outstanding plan for remote learning. Teachers have been hard at work for many weeks, 

planning and preparing for that scenario. Of course, we are in fervent prayer that conditions will 

improve and school will proceed with our in-person school experience at Peace.  Peace 

Lutheran Church and School has approved a 10% discount of a student’s net tuition for a month 

if more than 50% of the scheduled school days for that month are spent in Phase 3 mandated 

remote learning, credited toward the following month’s tuition payment.  

 

Thank you for your patience and your support of Peace Lutheran School! We are eager and 

excited to have your child and your family with us for 2020-2021! 

 



The School Day: 

 

● In Phases 4 and 5, Peace Lutheran School plans to follow a regular Monday through 

Friday schedule, with full days for K-8, and am and pm classes for preschool. 

 

 

Academics and Curriculum: 

 

Our faculty, administration, and congregation fully support and value a rigorous broad 

education.  

 

● The full academic program that has always distinguished Peace Lutheran School will be 

in place for 2020-2021.  

 

 

Phase 4 Virtual Academic Option: 

 

The Peace Lutheran School faculty is devising a plan in which we can offer a K-8 Phase 4 

virtual academic option, running simultaneously with the at-school instructional program and 

following the regular school day schedule. A participating student would be considered a fully 

enrolled Peace student and would access classroom connection via a technical platform for 

periods of the school day. A link and a code would be provided and would be changed 

frequently to ensure security. The student at home would join the class for teacher lessons 

and/or class activities, in real time, as scheduled by the teacher. The connection would be by 

live stream, and work would be provided to the student to be done at home and returned to the 

teacher by an approved method. Materials needed for the week’s work would be distributed in a 

manner agreed upon by the teacher(s) and parents.  Participation would be per semester, and 

the student could rejoin the physical classroom at Peace at the right time as agreed on by 

family, teacher(s), and principal. Parents are asked to contact Peace if interested in the K-8 

Phase 4 virtual academic option and enroll by August 10. 

 

 

Staff Preparedness: 

 

Staff will invest in training for the following: 

● building appropriate cleaning into the daily routine and cleaning responsibilities   

● teaching and reminding students about “best practices” in personal hygiene and safe 

distance 

● assessing and recognizing symptoms of COVID-19 

 

 

School Activities: 

 

*In Phase 4, indoor assemblies that bring together students from more than one classroom are 

prohibited. Therefore, activities will look different. We will not be able to celebrate Special 

Persons’ Day, Christmas programs, school assemblies, or fundraising activities at school, as we 

usually do; however, some of our special events may be replaced by virtual substitutes, as 

appropriate. Wednesday Chapel services will be shared virtually.  



*In Phase 5, Peace Lutheran School will not conduct indoor or outdoor assemblies that bring 

together more students than the latest Executive Order allows. Wednesday Chapel services 

may resume in person with social distancing in separately spaced cohorts, and following other 

guidelines of the latest Executive Order. 

 

*In both Phases 4 and 5, 

● recess will be conducted outside, weather permitting, with safe distancing, and cohorts 

will be separated into different play areas of the outside property. 

● the plan is for specials to still be provided through Berkley Schools (Technology and 

Story Time/Library, Spanish, Art, PE) and Avondale Schools (Choir, Band, Classroom 

Music). We are working out logistics with the districts and our specials teachers.  

● Peace Athletics will be conducted under the guidelines of the Lutheran Schools Athletic 

League, working in conjunction with the LHSA (Lutheran High School Association) which 

is led by the MHSAA (Michigan High School Athletic Association). These guidelines 

have yet to be determined.  

 

 

Screening and Testing: 

 

Parents are encouraged to take each student’s temperature at home every morning, and every 

day consider the following questions for themselves and their child(ren):  

1) Do you, or does anyone in your household, have a fever, cough, shortness of 

breath, vomiting or diarrhea, rash on hands or feet, headache, fatigue or unusual 

tiredness, loss of taste or smell?  

2) Does anyone in your household have any symptoms of a communicable disease 

like the cold or flu?  

3) Do you live with anyone who has had a close contact with a person diagnosed 

with COVID-19 in the last 14 days? 

If your child has a fever of 100.4 degrees or higher, your child should be kept home from school, 

and you should contact the school office. If your child complains of any symptoms of COVID-19, 

he/she should be kept home from school, and you should contact the school office.  

 

● In the effort to keep our students and staff safe and well, temperature screenings will be 

conducted at the beginning and middle of the school day. 

● Staff will have temperature checks and will complete a wellness assessment daily.  

● If a student has a temperature of 100.4 degrees F or higher or complains of other 

COVID-19 symptoms, he/she will immediately be sent to the attended quarantine room 

and a call will be made to the family for immediate pick-up from school. 

● Families are encouraged to have an emergency contact available for rapid pick-up at 

school if a child becomes ill during the school day. 

 

Exact procedures for schools, in the case of a positive test or suspected symptoms, or in the 

case of a negative test, will be set by the Macomb County Health Department. These guidelines 

have yet to be determined by the Macomb County Health Department..  

 

 

Visitors to the School: 

 

Family and guest visits in the school building will be only for limited, approved circumstances. 



● Signage will encourage distancing. 

● At any visit, a temperature check will be done with each visitor. 

● Volunteer hours are suspended at this time. 

 

 

In order to reduce contacts at the lobby and office areas … 

● all reporting that can be done virtually should be done as such. 

● phone calls to the office are always welcome - we are happy to help and serve you!  

● building visits should not take place at morning drop-off time or afternoon pick-up time;  

parents should come at a quiet time to drop off paperwork in the lobby, and  

parents should call ahead to schedule an office appointment, if help is needed. 

● only Peace employees will be allowed in the interior work areas of the office and its 

attached rooms except for approved circumstances. 

● the teacher will determine the actual need if a student wishes to call home. If approved, 

the teacher will contact the office, and a member of the office staff will make the phone 

call.   

 

 

Personal Protective Equipment (PPE): 

 

Proper use of PPE is an essential part of our increased health and safety protocol. The CDC 

reminds that the use of a mask has some benefit for the wearer but even greater benefit for 

those around the wearer in mitigating the spread of COVID-19.  

 

*In Phase 4, per directives of the State of Michigan, facial coverings are required for:  

+ K-8 staff members except when eating or outside and socially distanced, 

+ K-5 students in hallways and common areas, but not in classrooms unless 

students do not remain with their cohort only and/or students come into close 

contact with students of another cohort, 

+ 6-8 students at all times at school except for brief periods of time under certain 

circumstances (such as outdoor play or lunch - however, when masks are 

removed, students should maintain safe physical distance from one another), 

+ all students on buses. 

 

*In Phase 5, per the State of Michigan, the use of facial coverings is encouraged for: 

+ staff members except when eating or outside and socially distanced, 

+ all K-8 students in hallways and common areas except for meals, 

+ 6-8 students in classrooms, 

+ all students on buses. 

   

● A facial covering must be a mask fitted over the nose and mouth. Teachers will help 

students learn and practice proper wearing and use of the mask.  

● A facial covering may be either a homemade/sewn Christian-appropriate mask or a 

disposable level 1 surgical mask; a clear mouth window is permissible; a clear face 

shield may be added but not worn alone.  

● Students should wear their own masks, provided by the family. Peace will have some 

disposable masks available in case of emergency. 



● Once worn, a disposable mask must be disposed of and a reusable mask must be taken 

home for laundering. A container must be brought to school for approved removal of the 

mask. An extra mask must be kept at school in a clean container. 

● An exception may be made for an individual who cannot wear a mask. In order to be 

excused from wearing a mask, a doctor's note is needed, stating that the individual 

should be exempted from wearing a mask for medical reasons. The doctor’s note must 

be presented even for a one-day exemption from the mask requirement. 

 

 

Health and Hygiene: 

 

● Each classroom will be cleaned daily after school hours. Frequently touched areas will 

also be cleaned during the school day. 

● In Phase 4, Peace is required to provide supplies including soap, hand sanitizer with at 

least 60% alcohol, paper towels, tissues, and informational signs that teach and 

reinforce the proper handwashing practice of washing with soap and water for at least 20 

seconds and/or using hand sanitizer.  

● A hand sanitizer station will be provided at the main entrance, in each classroom, and at 

various other locations around the building. 

● Students will regularly wash hands throughout the day, and will wash hands or use hand 

sanitizer after changing rooms and before entering buses. 

● As part of classroom routines, students will be taught to properly clean their individual 

areas under the teacher’s supervision. 

● Staff and students should properly wash hands before and after snacks and meals. 

● A first aid kit will be provided for each teacher.  

 

 

Distancing: 

 

● All student seats in the cohort classroom will be placed with as much distancing as 

possible and facing one direction wherever possible. 

 

 

Facility Cleaning and Safety: 

 

● Our plan includes increased and specific cleaning and disinfecting processes as 

required. The building will be cleaned thoroughly and regularly, and high-touch areas will 

be cleaned midday on every school day, as well as between school days. 

● Weather and conditions permitting, open windows, as available, will help to maximize 

fresh air flow. 

● Barriers have been installed in main office areas. 

● Any space used successively by multiple cohorts will be cleaned between uses. 

 

 

Drop-offs and Pick-ups: 

 

Plans for safe morning drop-offs and afternoon pick-ups have been developed. 

 

K-8: 



Arrivals: 

● K-8 drop-offs will begin at 8:50am. K-8 students arriving by bus before 8:50am 

will join latchkey in the gym until 8:50. Bus riders will not be charged latchkey 

fees for early bus arrivals.  

● If a driver chooses to park and walk the child across the parking area, he or she 

will wait with the child at the vehicle until 8:50 and then leave the child with 

attending staff at the designated “good-bye zone”.  

 

Departures: 

● Family name cards will be distributed. A family’s card should be displayed in the 

front window of the vehicle. 

● Students will be called from their classrooms for dismissal as their family vehicles 

arrive in the pick-up line. Bus riders will be called as their assigned buses arrive. 

● If a family adult chooses to park and walk across the parking area, he or she may 

meet the child, who will be escorted by Peace staff, at the designated “hello 

zone”.  

● Early pick-ups should be announced by email beforehand, for verification, and 

completed by 3:15 to allow for a streamlined process at the general dismissal 

time.   

 

 Preschool: 

  Preschool drop-offs and pick-ups will be done at the northwest door and  

at the northeast door. A full description of the process will be provided before  

school begins. 

 

Latchkey: 

 

● Latchkey will be available in the gym before and after school. The signed required form 

must be on file in the school office.  

● K-8 students arriving by bus before 8:50 am may join latchkey free of charge. 

 

 

Lunch, Snacks, and Water Breaks: 

 

● The gym may be used for lunchtime; students within a cohort will be separated by safe 

physical distance, and individual cohorts will be seated in different areas of the gym. 

● Kindergarten will start the year eating lunch in the classroom in order to learn and 

practice lunchroom manners and processes. Other classes may also choose periodically 

to eat lunch in the classroom, depending on class needs, using safe distancing and good 

hygiene habits and cleaning protocols. 

● Weather and conditions permitting, a cohort may eat lunch outside. If more than one 

cohort is outside for lunch, the individual cohorts will be placed in different areas of the 

outside space.  

● Microwaves will not be available for student use or for student food items. 

● Vince and Joe’s, Lettuce, and Jet’s will still provide lunch order options. Crooked Creek 

will be able to provide individual containers of milk for an additional charge. 

● Lunchroom staff will use proper PPE and perform required cleaning and disinfecting. 

● Only sealed, individually wrapped, store-bought snacks in their original packaging may 

be shared. Teachers will distribute the treats, wearing a mask and gloves. 



● The family will need to provide a water bottle for the student. The bottle must be clearly 

marked with the child’s name and never shared. Drinking fountains will be closed, but 

the refill stations will be made available and cleaned regularly.  

 

 

 

Peace will continue to provide updates and additional information as it becomes available.  We 

are continually in communication with the Michigan Department of Education, the Macomb 

County Health Department, MANS (Michigan Association of Nonpublic Schools), LCMS 

Michigan District, and area Lutheran Schools, assuring a wealth of information and resources.  

 

We will continue to provide. We will continue to deliver a Christ-centered education. We will 

continue to meet the needs of your child academically, socially, emotionally, and spiritually. We 

will continue to share the Good News of Jesus and the promise of God’s faithfulness. “For I 

know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you, 

plans to give you hope and a future.” Jeremiah 29:11    

 

 

Sincerely, in Christ, 

Carol Stathakis, Principal 

with the Peace Faculty, 

the Peace Reopening School Committees, 

and the Peace Lutheran School Board of Education 

 

          revised 7-31-2020 

 

 

 


