
  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 BEAT IT 2020 – LET 2021 COME IN! 

 Some Words and Phrases from 2020, many of which I am 

sure none of us ever thought would be used and used so 

often: 

 

“Fluid,” Zoom, Masks, Carryout, Curbside, Quarantine, 

Vaccine, Operation Warp Speed, Stimulus Check, Distance 

Learning, Social Distance, Hand Sanitizer, “An Abundance of 

Caution”, “Front Line Workers,” Heroes, Streaming, Toilet 

Paper, Hoarding, Biking, Walking, Puppy, 

Election, Dr. Fauci, Governor Whitmer, 

Conspiracy, Isolation, Tiger King, Work from 

Home, Murder Hornets, Essential Worker, 

“New Normal,” Contact Tracing, Super-

Spreader Event, “Flatten the Curve,” Black Lives Matter, PPE, 

Wildfires, Pandemic, Covid-19. 
 

We look forward to 2021 and some of the things that will 

make it a better year: 

Covid Vaccine, Olympics in Tokyo, Matrix 4, Godzilla vs. 

King Kong, Friends Reunion, New President, Your 

Birthday, Meeting with Family under one roof, Risk-free 

Hugs, Coffee – Timbits – Fellowship between Services, 

Church Picnic, Church Choir, Christmas Concert, and so 

much more . . .                                      (Continued on Page 2) 
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Consider what our Lord’s promises about our future . . .  
Jeremiah 29:11 – “For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the LORD, “plans to 

prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.” 

Romans 15:13 – “May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in 

him, so that you may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.” 

Lamentations 3:21-23 – “Yet this I call to mind and therefore I have hope: Because of 

the LORD’s great love we are not consumed, for his compassions never fail.  They are 

new every morning; great is your faithfulness.” 

Romans 8:32 – “He who did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, how will 

he not also with him graciously give us all things.” 

John 10:27-29 – Jesus said, “My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they 

follow me.  I give them eternal life, and they will never 

perish, and no one will snatch them out of my hand.  My 

Father, who has given them to me, is greater than all, and 

no one is able to snatch them out of the Father’s hand.” 

 

“Beat it 2020,” cannot wait to see you go, for we have 

renewed hope for a better 2021.  How can it not be, when 

we have the Lord to guide us and walk with us?  Praying 

that 2021 brings us to appreciating all the blessings, big 

and small, from our Lord.  God’s Peace and a Happier 

New Year!   

 

Pastor David Klemm 

 

A Message from the Editor… 
 

Happy New Year, Readers! 
 
I pray that you are all blessed with the happiest of new years!  May you praise the 
Lord for all things merry, and fall back on him if times get scary.  He is always with 
us.  Always remember this and you will have a very blessed New Year! 
 

  Jackie Pilan 
 
The deadline for February’s “Peace Lutheran Messenger” is Wednesday, January 20. 
 

 

Church and School Calendars can be found at https://www.peaceshelby.org/church-events-
calendar and https://www.peaceshelby.org/school-calendar.   

https://www.peaceshelby.org/church-events-calendar
https://www.peaceshelby.org/church-events-calendar
https://www.peaceshelby.org/school-calendar
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A Message from Our Principal… 
 

“For it is by grace you have been saved through faith - and this is not from yourselves it is a gift 
from God, not by works so that no one may boast.”  Ephesians 2:8-9 
 
Have you done it yet?  Have you made the switch?  Have you take down the old filled in 2020 
calendar and replaced it with a fresh, clean, ready to be filled in 2021 calendar?  Maybe you use a 
digital calendar and you do not have the benefit of taking the old one down and putting up the fresh 
new calendar.  Regardless of how you keep track of your time, as the year changes from 2020 to 
2021 what are you looking to fill your 365 days with?  Who do you hope to catch up with and meet 
during the 52 new weeks that we have?  What is the one thing you are most looking forward to 
doing in the 525,600 fresh minutes that 2021 now brings? 
 
January brings a time for people to reflect on the past year and set goals for the year to come.  It is 
a good time to look forward and see what new adventures, challenges, and experiences await.  
Here are some of the things that we at Peace 
 

Lutheran School are looking forward to in 2021: 
 Continuing to be able to share Jesus with our students 

from 2-year-olds to 8th graders each and every day.  - 
Watching our sports teams compete on the court, field, and 
track. 

 Celebrating with Lutheran Schools around the country and 
world during Lutheran Schools Week.  What a blessing 
Lutheran Schools are to the students that fill them. 

 Celebrating Easter with our classmates and learning more about how God demonstrated his 
great love for us. 

 Participating in a Memorial Day Service where we can thank those men and women who 
have sacrificed many things to defend our country.  We do not know whether this will be 
virtual or in person, but we look forward to sharing our thanks either way. 

 Celebrating with our four-year-old preschool students as they transition to Kindergarten in 
the fall. 

 Wishing God’s richest blessings to our 8th-grade students as they graduate from Peace and 
start a new chapter in their lives.  What a blessing it has been to watch these young men and 
women grow into who God created them to be. 

 Watching as students learn new skills like reading whole books, learning to count to 50, 
diagraming sentences, solving quadratic equations.  That is just the beginning of a list of 
things that we can look forward to in 2021 in the school building.  We know that 2021 may 
also hold challenges or obstacles that we have to overcome, but through those, God will 
strengthen our faith and guide us through. 

 
Entering a new year certainly comes with great anticipation, excitement, and maybe a little 
trepidation.  However great the year 2021 is going to be, we know as Christians nothing compares 
to the riches that are in store for us in Heaven.  Ephesians 2:8-9 tells us, “For it is by grace you 
have been saved through faith - and this is not from yourselves it is a gift from God, not by works so 
that no one may boast.”  Through our faith, we know that the baby of Bethlehem was our Savior. 
Our saving faith, through Christ, assures us that the best is yet to come in heaven.  Now that is 
GREAT news.  That is something to share!  We look forward to continuing to share that message 
with our students each day. 
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Board and Ministry News… 
 

CURRENT AND NEW BIBLE STUDIES 
  

Sunday Bible Studies 
Sundays, 9:45am 
Adult, The Book of Acts, with Kris Klein, IN-PERSON, in the 6th Grade Classroom 
Follow the founding of the Christian church and the spread of God's Word to the 
Roman Empire. 
  
Adult, Various Topics, with Ken Fritsch/Eric Riethmeier, IN-PERSON, in the 
7th Grade Classroom 
Recent articles and stories looked at from a Christian perspective will be the 
focus of discussion for this study. 
  
JYM Bible Study (Students 5th-8th Grade), with Holly Nelson and team, in the 8th Grade Classroom, 
RESUMES JANUARY 3 
This student-focused Bible Study will include discussions and activities on various topics relating to junior 
youth. 
  

Wednesday Bible Studies 
Wednesdays, 6:30pm, BEGINS JANUARY 13 
** NEW ** Adult, Gospel of Mark, with Deacon Jim Schurig, ONLINE ON ZOOM 
The Gospel of Mark is one of the earliest official accounts of the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus.  In 
addition to Jesus, the Gospel features three main groups of people: the disciples, the crowds and the 
religious leaders, who all did not understand Jesus.  It addresses the basic question, "Was Jesus the true 
Messiah for whom Israel had been waiting?", and if so, "What kind of Messianic King was Jesus if He 
suffered and died?" 
  
 Wednesdays, 8:30pm, BEGINS JANUARY 13 
** NEW ** Adult, Virtual Financial Peace University, with Holly Nelson, 
ONLINE ON ZOOM 
Whether you want to prepare for income changes or reach your money goals, this nine week, one hour 
class, will teach you to: Pay off Debt, Budget, Save Money and Give Generously.  This class is normally 
$129/year, however for Peace families, Peace is offering an additional discount of $60 making the class $69.  
Contact Holly Nelson for more details at hnelson@peaceshelby.org on how to receive the discount on the 
yearly membership.  Zoom Meeting information will be made available to participants. 
LINK (https://www.financialpeace.com/classes/1130087) 
  

SATURDAY BIBLE STUDIES 
2nd/4th Saturdays, 7:30am 
Adult, Men's, Romans, with Pat Longtin, IN-PERSON, in the Media Center 
In Apostle Paul's letter to the Roman church, he explains how salvation is offered throughout the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ.  Only faith in Jesus can restore God's plan for his people. 
  
Saturdays, 9:45am 
KIDZONE @ HOME (Students age 4 - 4th Grade), with Holly Nelson and team, ONLINE ON 
FACEBOOK 
With Simply Loved, we will explore a foundational, Jesus-centered journey through God’s story of Love.  
Each week, every message and activity sets the stage to help children more intentionally grow their 
friendship with Jesus. 
 

mailto:hnelson@peaceshelby.org
https://www.financialpeace.com/classes/1130087


 5 

 

Do You Hear What I Hear? YEP. NOTHING. NO CHOIR 
 

And how I miss that beautiful group of singers, especially during 
Christmastime.  
 
Our Kathy Boch is in our prayers, as is Warren Priehs, who lost his 
both parents this year, and Eric Riethmeier, whose wife passed away. 
 
Many choir members attend Ken Fritsch’s Bible study on Sunday, at 

9:45am, and ask, “When can we sing?” While I would love to fill the air with their lovely voices, we 
all know that it is not safe to do so at this time. 
 
Will this pandemic ever end? Only God knows, and He is in control! 
 
Stay safe and well everyone, until we can sing again! 
 
Elaine Arft, Choir Director 
 
 

 

Mitten, Gloves, Hat and 

Scarf Drive 
Please help us keep little hands and 
heads warm this winter by donating new 
mittens, gloves hats and scarves.  
 
There will be a bin set up in the gathering 
room for the donations. Thank you. 

 

 

Small Foot (2018) 
Please join us for Virtual Movie Night as 
we watch "Small Foot" together - 
remotely - on Saturday, January 23, at 
6:00pm.  Register today and you will 
receive an email with details and a link to 
participate.  This is a free, virtual event.   
 
Register at 
https://www.peaceshelby.org/virtual-
movie-night. 
 

https://www.peaceshelby.org/virtual-movie-night
https://www.peaceshelby.org/virtual-movie-night
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THE LORD GIVES AND THE LORD TAKES AWAY 
Written by Beverly Porter 

The idea that the Lord gives, only to later take away, is not a popular theme in either Christian or non-
Christian thinking.  It is better to not receive a gift than to later have it taken back.  This concept is, however, 

a Biblical truth and is found in Job1:21.  No one had more worldly goods and 
other blessings, only to be taken away.  And to move us to sympathy for this 
man and his pitiful plight, it all disappeared in one day.  

I remember an incident almost 21 years ago that illustrates this principle 
vividly.  We received the news that some dear friends had just lost a 
grandchild to a SIDS death (sudden infant death syndrome).  We were on our 
way to see the birth of our first grandchild and planned to stop at the funeral 
home to pay our respects.  It was incredibly difficult to view our friend's 
deceased grandchild, knowing we were going to see a new life in just a few 
hours.  As expected, we became grandparents that night.  The Lord did 
indeed give and take away in one day.  We were on the “giving” end; our 
friends on the “taking away” end.  Joy and Grief existing side by side.  Was 
one life more important than the other this tragic night?  Of course not, but 
difficult to understand, none-the-less.  

As I thought about this long ago event, I discovered a truth I failed to see in 
both incidents.  He does take away, but He Gives Again.  This revelation has 

reshaped my understanding to some degree.  We see this all the time in ordinary life occurrences.  Here are 
a few examples: 

Baby teeth are lost and then replaced with permanent teeth, much better tools to handle changing foods. 

Initial forms of mobility in a young child are discarded and walking and running accommodate the growing 
child's needs. 

Many friendships are lost, especially the ones we make when young, New and lasting relationships are 
formed and treasured. 

Parents often lose the close ties they had with their children during the turbulent teen years, only to be 
restored when they become adults.  In many cases, the children now care for the aging parents. 

Every day, we are given a Sunrise, only to have it disappear in the evening.  A glorious Sunset dominates 
the sky. 

A spouse is given in marriage, and then possibly called home in death.  It is not uncommon that the 
surviving spouse will remarry and find happiness again. 

Summer displays glorious color in the variety of flowering plants, only to disappear in the Fall and Winter 
months, often under a blanket of snow.  But, they arise again in the Spring and delight us once again with 
their beauty. 

But, the greatest example of the Lord giving and taking away is when a sinner repents.  His life, GIVEN to 
him in the miracle of birth, will hopefully be seen one day as futile and in need of a savior.  The Lord TAKES 
away his sin and again GIVES.  His unrighteousness is exchanged for the righteousness of Christ.  We 
praise Him for the times He gives and takes away, only to give again.  We praise Him for the times we 
cannot see through the cloud of our human understanding and must trust Him to reveal His purposes.  
Blessed be the name of the Lord! 
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Worship Services 
 

On-Site Sunday Worship 
8:30am Classic 

10:30am Contemporary 

 

Online Worship 
Streaming Sunday at 10:30am 

 on Peace’s Facebook Page  

 

Sunday Bible Study  
9:45-10:30am 

 

Prayer Group 
7:00pm, Mondays 

 

Wednesday Night  

Bible Studies 
6:30pm In-Person and  

Zoom Bible Studies  

 

Saturday  Bible Studies 
Men’s Bible Study 

2
nd

 and 4
th

 Saturdays  In-Person 

7:30am 

 

KidZone @ Home 

9:45am 

 

Contact Information 
Church: 586-731-4120 

School: 586-739-2431 

Fax: 586-731-8935 

Website: www.peaceshelby.org 

 

Office Hours 
Monday through Friday 

8:00am to 4:30pm 

 
Peace Lutheran Church and School 

6580 24-Mile Road 

Shelby Township, MI  48316 

 

Peace Lutheran Board of Directors 
Rev. David Klemm, Pastor 

Holly Nelson, Family Life Director 

Jill Kopper, Interim Principal 

John Matalavy, President 

Russ Kouba, Vice President 

Aaron Wilks, Comptroller 

Sue Yarrington, Secretary 

John Blanchard, Board of Elders, Chairperson 

Tom Kellogg, Board of Trustees, Chairperson 

Dan Geer, Board of  Family Life, Chairperson 

Lisa Towne, Board of Christian Care, Chairperson 

Andy Finn, Board of Education, Chairperson 

 

School Faculty 
Andrea Chouinard, 8

th

 Grade Teacher 

Aaron Rosin, 7
th

 Grade Teacher 

Jill Kopper, 6
th

 Grade Teacher  

Karen Priehs, 5
th

 Grade Teacher 

Sue Trinklein, 3
rd

 and 4
th

 Grade Teacher 

Heidi Chaplin, 2
nd

 Grade Teacher  

Erin Geffert, 1
st

 Grade Teacher 

Megan Willemsen, Kindergarten Teacher 

Lisa McGowan, Kindergarten Teacher’s Aide 

Karin Sparks, Day School Aide 

Suzette Quail, Early Childhood Director 

Preschool Staff: Lisa Towne, Melissa Jones, Terri Ritchie, Amanda Keyser,  

Sue Yarrington,  Chelsea Parmentier, Heather Lewis 

Lana McIntosh, Preschool Aide 

Latchkey Supervisors: Chelsea Parmentier 

 

School Office Administrative Assistant: Cornel Steenkamp 

Receptionist-Secretary:  Jessica Dolan 

Office Assistants: Jessica Franckiewicz, Caris Majeski 

Financial Accounts Manager: Deb Kellogg 

 Director of Media: Sandy Coccimiglio 
 

Elder Zones 
A – B  John Blanchard             M – O Pat Longtin    

C – D  Bill Hudson  P – R  Jeff DeSano 

E – J John Ugo     S Doug Shackelford 

K – L Fred Thom  T– Z     Ken Fritsch 

Elder Family zones are determined by the first letter of your last name. 
 

 
 

To subscribe to or to unsubscribe from the .pdf e-news version of the monthly “Peace Lutheran Messenger,” 
please send your request with your name and e-mail address to enews@peaceshelby.org. 

 

 

http://www.peaceshelby.org/
mailto:enews@peaceshelby.org

