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 God Blessing Faithful Givers  
is not Prosperity Theology – it’s Biblical 

 
A missionary was sitting in a small corner restaurant 
reading a letter delivered from home.  As she opened the 
letter, a crisp, new twenty-dollar bill caught her attention.  
Needless to say, she was pleasantly surprised, but, as she 
read the letter, her eyes were distracted by the movement 
of a raggedly dressed man on the sidewalk leaning against 
a light post in front of the building.  She could not get his 
peculiar condition and stature off her mind.  Thinking that 
he might have greater financial need than she, she slipped 
the twenty-dollar bill into an envelope on which she quickly 
penned, “persevere.”  Leaving the restaurant, she 
nonchalantly dropped the envelope at the stranger’s feet. 
 

Turning slowly, he picked 
it up, read it, watched the 
woman walk away, and 
smiled as he tipped his hat 
and went his way. 

 
The next day walking down the street, she felt a tap on her 
shoulder.  She found the same shabbily dressed man 
smiling as he handed her five twenty-dollar bills.  When 
she asked what they were for, he replied, “That’s the money 
you won, lady.  ‘Persevere’ paid five to one.” 
 

(Continued on Page 2) 
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There is a serious moral to this humorous story:  It is impossible to give unselfishly of 
ourselves without being blessed in return.  In Proverbs 3:10, we are told that, when we 
give God our first and best, “our storerooms will be so full they can’t hold everything.”  
Proverbs 22:9 tells us, “A generous person will them self be blessed, for they share 
their food with the poor.”  Jesus tells us that as we give it will be given back to us (Luke 
6:38).  God promises us through His Word that He will bless those who give faithfully.  
The blessings that we can be certain of are spiritual blessings and, for some, financial 
blessings as well.  Giving is a blessing for both the giver and the recipient.  The 
recipients of our gifts are blessed in receiving our gifts, and we are blessed in giving 
them.  May God help us all to be Faithful Stewards of God’s Gifts. 
 
Thank you for your faithful support through your offerings, tithes and service in all the 
ministries at Peace. 

 

A Message from Our Principal… 
 

What a busy month we have had at Peace Lutheran School!  As I search for the words to write this 
article the words of the doxology have continued to come to mind.  The words of the doxology are:   
 
“Praise God, from Whom all blessings flow 
Praise Him, all creatures here below 
Praise Him above, ye Heavenly Host 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen.” 
 
We at Peace Lutheran School have so many reasons to praise 
God.  Here are a few of our blessings that we are praising God for 
this month. 
 
Praise God for His Word and His promises to us.  This year the 
theme for the school is, “Fear Not.”  The basis for the theme is 
Isaiah 41:10, “Do not be afraid.  I am with you.  Do not be 
terrified.  I am your God.  I will make you strong and help you.  I 
will hold you safe in my hands.”  What a blessing it is to be able to 
be reminded of God’s amazing promises especially the promise 
that He will help us, make us strong, and hold us in His hands.   
 
Praise God for the blessing of being back in the school building 
and classrooms with our teachers.  We are thankful for the 
opportunity to learn in the classroom with our friends and 
teachers.  We thank God for watching over our family and school and keeping us safe and healthy 
while we are back in school. 
 
Praise God for the blessing of over 60 new faces in our classrooms.  Our Peace community is 
welcoming many new families and students to our classrooms.  We are excited to meet new people 
and share God’s love with them as well as have them be a part of our family here at Peace.  
 

(Continued on Page 3) 
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Praise God for the blessing of house and home, food, beds to sleep in, and families that love 
us.  We are so blessed that we are excited to share our blessings with 
others around the world.  The mission for our first quarter offerings is 
Heifer International.  Through our offerings each week we are going to be 
able to purchase various animals that will help people around the world 
start farming.  This will be life-changing for these people, who will now 
have food to feed their families and a way to make a living.  Each 
classroom has set a classroom goal of the animals they would like to 
purchase with their offering money.  If we meet our goal, we will have 
collected $1460 for Heifer International.  What a blessing to be able to 
help others. 

 
Praise God for the blessing of healthy bodies that can run, jump, and play.  We are so blessed to 
have the opportunity to be offering a soccer and volleyball program for our 5-8th grade 
students.  The athletes started practicing after Labor Day and have a few games under their belts.   
 
Praise God for the teachers, staff, and coaches who help to make Peace Lutheran School a great 
place to be.  Without these special leaders in our school, we would not have all the opportunities 
that we have.  
 
This school year will be like no other school year we have experienced, but our God is the 
same.  The routine and procedures that we have in place for school this year have changed from 
school years gone by, but our God has not changed.  People and faces within our building have 
changed, but we know that our God is still within us and our building.  For all these reasons and 
many more, we can echo Paul’s words in Ephesians 1:3, “Praise be to the God and Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in the heavenly realms with every spiritual blessing in 
Christ.” 
 
Jill Kopper, Interim Principal 
 

 

A Message from the Editor… 
 

Hello Readers, 
 
I hope that everyone is doing well.  I miss seeing you in church!  Know that you are 
continually in my heart and prayers! 
 
October is a busy month for our church!  We have many school and church 

activities scheduled for this month, such as Movie Night for all ages, our Walking Group, JYM Glow 
Night for our youth, and our recognition of Reformation Sunday!  Did you also know that October is 
Pastor Appreciation Month?  Thank you, Pastor Klemm, for all you have done, and for what you 
continue to do, to keep us connected with one another and spiritually uplifted, during these 
uncertain times.  
 
Jackie Pilan  
 
PS: The deadline for November’s “Peace Lutheran Messenger” is Tuesday, October 20. 
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Board and Ministry News… 
 

 

Food Collection Drive 

Peace Food Pantry and Samaritan House 

FOOD DRIVE 
 

The Board of Christian Care is again sponsoring a fall food 
drive to restock the Peace Food Pantry and Samaritan 
House’s food pantry.  In the past, paper grocery bags were 
distributed with a “needs” list stapled to the front, but with 
current Covid recommendations, we have put the lists below.  
The drive will run from Tuesday, September 22 – 
Thursday, October 8, 2020.  Items may be dropped off 

Sundays during services in the Gathering Room or Tuesday through Thursday outside 
of the church and school offices.  
 
Thank you for your support of these ministries.  
 
 

BREAKFAST BAG   

Cereal 

Oatmeal 

Canned Juice 

Pancake Mix 

Syrup 

Coffee / Tea 
  

LUNCH BAG  

Canned Soup / Stew 

Tuna 

Mayo / Mustard 

Peanut Butter 

Jelly / Jam 

Crackers 

Packaged Cookies 
  

 
 

 

DINNER BAG  

Canned Fruit 

Canned Vegetables 

Boxed Potatoes / Rice / Pasta 

Canned Spaghetti Sauce 

Hamburger Helper 

Macaroni and Cheese Ravioli 
  

PERSONAL BAG  

Shaving Cream 

Disposable Razor 

Deodorant 

Toothpaste 

Toothbrush  

Soap / shampoo 

Laundry Soap / Dish Soap 

Hand and Body Lotion 

Toilet Paper 
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A Special Thank You! 
 
The members of Peace wish to acknowledge and thank Audrey Frank 
for her many years of service on the Board of Involvement.  Audrey 
Frank has recently stepped down from her role as chairperson, who 
faithfully led people through the membership process to become a 
part of our family here at Peace.  We thank you for introducing our 
new church family members to us via luncheons, biographies and 
photos that you always made sure were included in the monthly 
newsletter.  May God continue to bless you in your future endeavors 
and may you bless us with your continued service in other areas!  
 
 

MY WAILING WALL 
Written by Beverly Porter 

 
I contemplated the attributes of God today and assigned names to them, such as God is My 
Creator, My Deliverer, My Friend, My Healer, etc.  These were easy names to give Him as we have 
heard them many times.  But as my list grew longer and tumbled from my mind, I gave God a name 
I had never given Him before.  “God is my “Wailing Wall” was added to the tried and true 
experiences I have had with Him.  At first, such a depressing title to give my faithful, loving and kind 
Father seemed harsh.  But, as I examined what that expression meant, I had to agree that He has 
been that to me many times. 
 
The real wailing wall is in the city of Jerusalem and is the remnant of Herod's ancient temple.  This 
western wall has taken on the name as the Wailing Wall because of the practice of the Jewish 
sector of the city to weep there over the destruction of the temples that once stood in their beloved 
city.  The modern day praying includes prayers spoken there for their immediate concerns, as well 
as wailing their laments.  The devout Jews also tuck notes into the crevices of the wall with prayers 

written to God.  I see that God has let me use 
Him as my own private Wailing Wall.  I pour out 
to him my cries, as well as my praises.  I lament 
over losses.  I let Him know of the hurts inflicted 
on me, although not usually intentional, by 
those I love.  I weep over disappointments and 
lack of understanding from His dealings in my 
life.  I tuck my prayers into the listening ear of 
God as I present my requests to Him, often in a 
wailing manner. 
 
How kind is our God to let us bring our 
concerns to Him, either in a calm, expectant 
manner, framed in praise, or to bring them to 

Him as our Wailing Wall.  This wall is sturdy and accepting, for He is ready to receive our pleas to 
Him in whatever manner our need requires. 
 
Psalm 18:6 Psalm 120:1 Psalm 34:4 2 Samuel 22:7 
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Outdoor Movie Night 
Saturday, October 3 

7:00pm 

Bring your hot cocoa or hot apple cider 
and cozy up with your Peace family and 
friends for a night of adventures with 
Babe, as he adapts to his new home, 
new friends and some amazing gifts on 
the farm! 
 

  
 

 

Walking Group  
 Tuesdays and Thursdays 

9:15am 
 

Get a fresh start on your Tuesdays and 
Thursdays by joining our group in 
getting some fresh air!  
 

 

  

 

 

Give to Peace Today 
AUDIO/VIDEO TEAM: Have you ever 
wanted to be part of a camera crew?  
We are looking for volunteers at 
10:30am service to learn and run our 
soundboard and new camera/streaming 
equipment.  Some prior audio/video 
experience would be helpful, but not 
required.  Must arrive 20-30 minutes 
before posted service time. 
SOCIAL MEDIA TEAM: Are you savvy 
with social media?  Do you have 
experience with one or more of these 
platforms and are willing to help: 
Facebook, Instagram, LinkedIn, 
Snapchat, Hootsuite, OBS Suite, 
Proclaim, Wix Editor, 
Subsplash/Pushpay/other app 
development or Constant Contact?  This 
team can volunteer anytime, anywhere 
with a solid internet connection.  

 

 



  

 

Peace’s Church Calendar is located at https://www.peaceshelby.org/church-events-calendar.   
Peace’s School Calendar located at https://www.peaceshelby.org/school-calendar 

 

Worship Services 
On-Site Sunday Worship 

8:30am Classic 

10:30am Contemporary 

Online Worship 
Streaming Sunday at 10:30am 

 on Peace’s Facebook Page  

 

Sunday Bible Studies  
Adult and JYM: 9:45-10:30am 

 

Prayer Group 
7:00pm, Mondays 

 

Wednesday Night  

Bible Studies 
6:30pm In-Person and  

Zoom Bible Studies  

 

Saturday  Bible Studies 
Men’s Bible Study 

2
nd

 and 4
th

 Saturdays  In-Person 

7:30am 

 

KidZone @ Home 

9:45am 

 

Contact Information 
Church: 586-731-4120   

School: 586-739-2431 

Fax: 586-731-8935 

Website: www.peaceshelby.org 

 

Office Hours 
Monday through Friday 

8:00am to 4:30pm 
 

 

Peace Lutheran Church and School 

6580 24 Mile Road 

Shelby Township, Michigan 48316 

 

Peace Lutheran Board of Directors 
Rev. David Klemm, Pastor 

Holly Nelson, Family Life Director 

Jill Kopper, Interim Principal 

John Matalavy, President 

Russ Kouba, Vice President 

Aaron Wilks, Comptroller 

Sue Yarrington, Secretary 

John Blanchard, Board of Elders, Chairperson 

Tom Kellogg, Board of Trustees, Chairperson 

Dan Geer, Board of Youth and Family, Chairperson 

Lisa Towne, Board of Christian Care, Chairperson 

Vince Coccimiglio, Board of Education, Chairperson 

 

School Faculty 
Andrea Chouinard, 8

th

 Grade Teacher 

Aaron Rosin, 7
th

 Grade Teacher 

Jill Kopper, 6
th

 Grade Teacher  

Karen Priehs, 5
th

 Grade Teacher 

Sue Trinklein, 3
rd

 and 4
th

 Grade Teacher 

Heidi Chaplin, 2
nd

 Grade Teacher  

Erin Geffert, 1
st

 Grade Teacher 

Megan Willemsen, Kindergarten Teacher 

Lisa McGowan, Kindergarten Teacher’s Aide 

Suzette Quail, Early Childhood Director 

Karin Sparks,  Day School Aide 

Preschool Aide: Lana McIntosh 

Preschool Staff: Lisa Towne, Melissa Jones, Terri Ritchie, Amanda Keyser,  

Sue Yarrington, Chelsea Parmentier, Heather Lewis 

Latchkey Supervisor: Chelsea Parmentier 

 

School Office Administrative Assistant: Cornel Steenkamp 

Receptionist-Secretary:  Jessica Dolan 

Office Assistants: Jessica Franckiewicz, Caris Majeski 

Financial Accounts Manager: Deb Kellogg 

 Director of Media: Sandy Coccimiglio 
 

Elder Zones 
A – B  John Blanchard             M – O Pat Longtin    

C – D  Bill Hudson  P – R  Jeff DeSano 

E – J John Ugo     S Doug Shackelford 

K – L Fred Thom  T– Z     Ken Fritsch 

Elder Family zones are determined by the first letter of your last name. 
 

 
 

To subscribe to or to unsubscribe from the .pdf e-news version of the monthly “Peace Lutheran Messenger,” please send 
your request with your name and e-mail address to enews@peaceshelby.org. 

 

https://www.peaceshelby.org/church-events-calendar
https://www.peaceshelby.org/school-calendar
http://www.peaceshelby.org/
mailto:enews@peaceshelby.org

